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Abstract 
The present system of education in the state, Kerala rooted in the principles 

and ideology of Critical Pedagogy. It claims to empower students with Critical 
Consciousness. Critical Consciousness can simply defined as the capacity of an 
individual who is a member of society, to critically reflect and act upon their 
sociopolitical environment against the oppressions they face during their interferences 
with society where they inhabit. While going through the literature, the investigator 
found that the instruments capable of using to measure Critical Consciousness is very 
rare and if available it is not suitable for the secondary school students especially in 
Malayalam, otherwise it is not matching the context. In present study the investigator 
preparing a scale for measuring the level of critical consciousness among eighth 
standard students. The statements in the instrument based on some contexts with 
which they are familiar. Their response to these socio-economic, political and cultural 
contexts given, it is easy to canvass their attitude. The items in the instrument are 
purely based on the dimensions of the psychological object under study. The article 
presents the procedure and efforts the investigators made to realize the objective. 
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Development and Validation of Critical Consciousness Scale 
Critical consciousness is the ability to perceive social, political and economic 

oppressions and to take action against the oppressive elements of the society.  It can 
simply defined as the capacity of an individual who is a member of society, to 
critically reflect and act upon their sociopolitical environment against the oppressions 
they face during their interferences with society where they inhabit. The theory of 
Paulo Freire (1973; 1993) and related literature reveals that the power for critical 
reflection and action enables the individuals to liberate themselves from oppressions 
that prevailing in societies. According to Freire there are two views on humankind. 
One view conceives humans as objects; they are mouldable and adaptable. The other 
view sees humans as subjects, independent beings able to transcend and recreate the 
world. In the first conception humans can be compared with animals. They act and 
obey without taking time to reflect. Animals cannot view itself as I against not I or in 
other words it cannot see itself separate from this world. They are submerged in the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�����7�K�H�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���V�H�O�I-reflection. 
In the second view human beings are seen as subjects they can think and reflect for 
themselves and can dissociate from the world. The essential difference between 
humans and animals is that humans can operate in the world through action and 


